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Using the Functional Approach to Teaching Braille Reading and Writing
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Emphasis on:


Emphasis on:  (cont.)


Essential Elements

Literacy medium – decide early


Provide Early Exposure to Braille

 Whole words not letters

Selecting Key Vocabulary Words

Incorporating good hand usage

Incorporating Lang. Exp. Stories

Whole to part phonics

Incorporate writing and reading

Move towards functional uses

HAVE GREAT EXPECTATIONS FOR YOUR STUDENTS!

Katye’s Story: Using the Functional Braille Approach to Teach Reading and Writing

Katye’s Profile

· DOB: 12-1996

· Visual etiology: Retinopathy of Prematurity

· Limited pre-Braille skills within early intervention service model and during kindergarten placement

· Developed aversion to Braille due to poor teacher-student rapport, which was a springboard to behavior difficulties in the classroom

· Several educational placement changes within 6 year time period

· Residential school for the blind placement in 1-2007

Cognitive Functioning


In 11/2007, Katye’s verbal comprehension and working memory was scored between 62-65, according to WISC-IV. This places her between -2 and -3 Standard Deviations.

Inside the Box

· Braille Instructional Methods

· Patterns (no retention of material)

· Mangold (inconsistency)

· Braille Instructional Time

· 30 minutes two times a week

· Minimal classroom exposure to key words

· Dolch words in the classroom - uncontracted

Results From Teaching 
Inside the Box

· Poor Braille reading mechanics

· Scrubbing

· Tracking difficulty

· Inconsistency

· Regression of skills over long breaks

· Apathetic student behavior

Outside the Box

· First words chosen

· Chris Brown

· SpongeBob

· pizza

· music

· Jordin Sparks

· First filler words chosen

· likes

· eats

Video Clip of Teaching New Word

Kayte’s First Tracking Stories

· Sponge Bob is in the water. Where is he?

· Chris Brown is on stage playing music. Where is he standing?

Kayte’s First Story

Katye Likes

Katye likes pizza.

Katye likes music.

Katye likes Chris Brown.

Katye likes Sponge Bob.

Katye likes it all.

Video clip - Brainstorming

Video Clip Reading Story Together

Behavioral Changes

· Improved engagement

· “Thank you for writing all those words!”

· Greater enthusiasm

· “I can’t miss Braille!” as reported by the mother

· Smoother tracking skills

· Diminished scrubbing

Teacher hesitation

· Unsure of approach during CEU workshops

· Unable to visualize how method worked as a whole

· Lack of trust in method

· Used functional Braille approach only as a supplement

Light Bulb Moments

· Lessons Katye taught

· Jordan Sparks not Jodan Sparks

· Jordin Sparks not Jordan Sparks

· Lesson Katye generalized

· ar contraction used in Barnacle Boy 

  (“Oh, just like Jordan Sparks!”)

The Sky is the Limit

· Linked chosen words with filler words of common contractions

· ar (Barnacle Boy, are, car)

· ou (Brent Brown Ousley, out, house, loud)

· ch (David Archuleta, cheese, chip, chin)

· ow (Chris Brown, owl, now, cow)

· in (Lincoln Park, think, pink, mint, drink)

· th (Dorothea Dix, this, both, bath)

Katye’s 17th Story

Dorothea Dix

This is Dorothea Dix.

I can take a bath at Dorothea Dix.

I can eat at Dorothea Dix.

I can eat thick broth at Dorothea Dix.

Both Chris Brown and Lincoln Park can go with me to Dorothea Dix.

Thank you for taking me to Dorothea Dix.

Video Clip -Writing Braille

· Writing words on braille writer

Riding the Wave

   Each week Katye learned at least one new functional and/or filler Braille word

Riding the Wave

Each week Katye read at least one new short story

Generalization

   Data taken on random assessment of 120 words

Random Key and Filler Words


Maintenance


One Year Later

· Rebound following summer break

· Continuation of contraction word lists

· Reading of song lyrics

· Writing more realistic-based stories

· Phonological word lists

What I’ve Learned

· Follow student’s lead

· Write about whatever is on the student’s mind 

· “Google it”

· Refer to Braille Enthusiast’s Dictionary or Braille translation program to ensure the Braille is correct

Video Clip – Next lesson prep

Video Clip – Closing Comments

If you continue to do what you have always done, you will always get what you have always gotten. 

