LARGE PRINT for Mainstreamed Visually Impaired Students Part I

Large Print books are just one alternative media that should be available to visually impaired students. In an educational setting a large print book is a learning tool, which can help visually impaired students access literacy.  It is not meant to be used by all students, at all times, for all occasions, or for the same duration throughout the life of any visually impaired individual.  When this alternative media is appropriate, either alone or in conjunction with another one, it is essential that the highest quality large print is provided to the visually impaired and learning disabled individual no matter what their age and educational level.

Determining factors for Large Print books for use by mainstreamed VI students
The following should always be considered when choosing a large print book for a mainstreamed VI student. Taking these factors into consideration determines the type size, book size, format and binding that will work best for your student and provides a large print book that the VI student can and will use. 

1) Maintenance of integrity, content, pagination and format of every page in the 

original text:   For VI students in regular classrooms, it is a necessity that they have a book as much like the regular text as possible, especially with regard to the pagination and individual page format.  This means that when the teacher asks all the students to turn to page 6 and read the caption under the graph in the upper right hand corner of the page, the VI student will be able to look at the exact same configuration of text and illustrations on the same page as the other students. 

   2) Grade level and individual visual requirements for type size: Just because a book is called large print does not mean that it is appropriate for every VI student in every situation. Ideally each book should have type size that matches each individual student’s needs; but if that is not possible the following guidelines can be used:

Grades 1 – 6:  Minimum 20 point type size. (For beginner readers and elementary level

 students bigger is definitely better, whether they are using the large print book alone or

 in combination with other aids, i.e. optical, audio, or Braille. 

Grades 7-8: A minimum 18 point type size is the accepted standard; however 20 point is even better if the overall book size can be kept to not more then 10” x 12”. 20 point type size is especially important for math texts to allow for adequate enlargement of fractions and exponents.

Grades 9-12 & post-secondary:  A minimum 18 point type size is preferred; however some upper grade textbooks can only be enlarged to 16 point because of the extremely small point size and extra large page size of the original text.

 3) Format, binding, and book size.  How is the book going to be used and by whom? Always take these factors into consideration when choosing a large print book:

 * The age and physical condition of the student.

 * The environmental setting (classroom or home) and type and wattage of lighting.

 * How the book will be used, either on a. reading board or stand, desk, or table. 

 * Will the student require the assistance of an aide to hold and/or turn the pages.

 * Will the student have to carry the large print book(s) in a backpack.

A Final Note: Large Print offers more then just larger print

When we discuss large print for the visually impaired, we must remember that beyond the obvious enlargement of text, this alternative format offers many other benefits for the VI student, as well as the learning disabled, ESL and all struggling readers.  Large print helps reduce anxiety and is soothing to impatient, easily distracted youth because…….

* BIG TYPE looks easier.


* Fewer words on a page lead to a greater feeling of accomplishment.        

   
* Extra spacing and wide margins provides a non-threatening 

              environment on each page.


As can be seen there are many factors to consider once the decision is made that large print is the appropriate media for a particular student. And the “one size fits all” concept must always be challenged, if we are to provide our visually impaired students with large print books they can and will use. 
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