Who is eligible?

The determination of eligible students and the distribution of materials available to them on Federal Quota follows a distinctive and very effective model. 

In order to determine who is eligible for Federal Quota materials, an annual national census is taken. The effective date of this registration is the first Monday in January of each year.

For students to be eligible to participate in the Federal Quota Program, they MUST fulfill the following requirements:

· Meet the definition of blindness -- that is, have a central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye with best correction or a peripheral field of vision no greater than 20 degrees OR function at the definition of blindness when visual performance is reduced by a brain injury or dysfunction.

· Be enrolled in a formally organized public or private, nonprofit educational program of less than college level.

· Be enrolled with the registering school or agency on the first Monday in January.

Several factors to remember are:

· There is NO chronological age requirement for eligibility. Eligible infants and preschool children can be registered if they are enrolled in a formally organized, regularly scheduled educational or training program and have a written education plan.

· Homebound students can be registered if they are enrolled in a formally organized, regularly scheduled educational or training program and have a written education plan.

· In order for blind students enrolled in home school programs to prove eligible for registration in the Federal Quota Program, the home school program should meet guidelines and/or procedures in effect within each individual state.

· Students must be working at less than college level.

· Students cannot be registered by two schools or Federal Quota accounts.

· Adults to be registered must be receiving a minimum of 20 hours of instruction per week in an educational program. For these purposes, an adult is a student over school age as determined by respective state law.

How are eligible students counted?

Ex Officio Trustees are responsible for collecting, compiling, and submitting to APH, via the SRS Web interface, the annual census of eligible students.

For each student, the following information must be reported:

· Last Name 

· First Name 

· Date of birth 

· School district or agency enrolling the student 

· Grade placement 

· Visual acuity in right eye 

· Visual acuity in left eye 

· Primary reading medium(required) 

· Secondary reading medium (required) 

· Other reading medium (optional-defaults to N/A) 

· Free form text (optional) 

APH reviews the updated data in the SRS database for possible errors and duplicate students. Any Trustee whose data contains possible errors and/or duplicate students is forwarded a report with this information. The Trustee and/or the assistant then corrects the discrepancies and forwards the reports back to APH, via e-mail if possible, so that the corrections to the data may be entered into the SRS database by the APH Census Support Specialist.

The cycle continues . . . The appropriation from Congress is divided by the total number of eligible students, thus determining the per capita Federal Quota allocation. The allocation is announced when APH is notified by the Federal government. Certificates of Federal Quota Allocation are then distributed to each Trustee.

