WELCOME!

TO THE
UNIVERSITY EXPERIENCE PROGRAM 

Sponsored by

Florida Division of Blind Services

And the
Florida State University Program in Visual Impairment

Summer 2008
Thank you for your application to the University Experience (UE) Program sponsored by the Florida Division of Blind Services (DBS) and the Program in Visual Impairment at Florida State University (FSU) that will occur this summer 2008. We are enthusiastic about the program and truly look forward to working with each of you.

You are among an elite group of students getting a head start on what it’s like attending classes and living on a large university campus. We have a great group of instructors who will be working with you who are planning a number of exciting activities for you to “experience” during your 7 week stay.

Below is a brief outline of your responsibilities before arriving on June 25 and what to expect when you arrive. 
1. Each of you will be assigned a dorm room on campus with a roommate you may not have met previously. Move in day is June 25. (More details later.)

2. On June 27, each of you will register for one three-credit hour FSU summer course and the one-credit hour University Experience course  designed to assist you in becoming a successful college student. These classes begin June 30 and end August 8. (Details later.)

3. Each of you will receive a financial stipend from the Division of Blind Services to cover your expenses during the summer. You will receive that check on June 26, open a FSU bank account, pay for your dorm room, your tuition and other small fees, purchase a one-meal-a-day ticket, and learn to budget the remaining funds to use throughout the seven-week stay. 

4. Each of you will be assigned an instructor to assist you in improving orientation and mobility skills for getting around the FSU campus and daily living skills needed to live successfully on any college campus. These training sessions will occur as needed and be arranged around your university course time schedule. (More information later.)
5. Several weekend social activities will be planned for your enjoyment throughout the seven weeks. A few will be organized by the staff. You will be asked to plan others and make all of the necessary arrangements. Funds from your stipend must be budgeted for these activities. Participation is required as part of the UE Program.
1. During the seven-week stay, you will meet some successful visually impaired individuals who are very interested in helping you become a “cool college” guy or gal. These folks include Michael Elliott, Bureau Chief of Vocational Rehabilitation Services for DBS; Joe Strechay , DBS Transition Consultant and also former FSU student; and, most importantly, students who have successfully completed the FSU University Experience Program and want to help you do the same.
2. Other people you will meet who also want you to achieve success include members of the FSU police department, staff of the SDRC, and faculty and staff within the Program in Visual Impairment as well as your DBS sponsors.

Read each checklist thoroughly and carefully follow the instructions. Each item on each checklist has a completion date you are expected to meet. Begin now to take responsibility for yourself and you will find campus life easier and more fun when you arrive. 
Some items on the checklists will require “assistance” from someone else. Use your best self advocacy skills to ask the appropriate individual for help. For example, a parent, counselor, or TVI may have helped you complete the FSU Special Student Application. Other items on the checklists you are to complete on your own. 

These are the expectations the University Experience Program organizers, FSU faculty and staff, and the DBS sponsors have of you. If you do not complete a task, attend a class, finish an assignment, or meet a deadline, you will be responsible for the consequences. The FSU University Experience Program is designed to help you become as independent as possible and to know when to request assistance. The organizers of the Program are enthusiastically committed to this mission, will serve as your teachers and advisors, but they will not sabotage your opportunity to develop as an independent college student by becoming your caretakers. 
If you have questions, feel free to contact me, Lynda Jones, via email:
Lynda Jones jonesl@coe.fsu.edu 

You may also contact me by telephone. For me to return your call, you must begin by stating your first and last name, your phone number, a good time to call you, and briefly describe your need. 

(850) 245-0362 or (850) 644-5610 

Let me repeat that we are very excited about working with you and getting to know you this summer. The FSU University Experience Program is the highlight of our summer. It’s our goal that you enjoy the time and learn as much as we do!
Sincerely, 

Lynda Jones, CVRT

Coordinator University Experience Program 

FSU Program in Visual Impairment  

